
National Capital Region Substance Use Disorder Symposium 
 

The Lifecycle of the Patient with a Substance Use Disorder: 
ER to Admission to Discharge 

Virtual Workshop via Adobe Connect 
September 22, 2021 

Time: 1300-1630 
 

Agenda: 
1300-1315: Introduction to Workshop - Dr. Harold Wain 

1. Appreciating the significance of the Biopsychosocial approach for the patient with a 
substance use disorder 

2. Recognizing the Meaning of Being a Patient with “Cerebral Chaos” 
3. Appreciate the concept of Denial by patient, family and even medical personnel. 

 
1315-1345: Initial Evaluation in the Emergency Room with a BIOPSCHOSOCAIL 

Approach - Dr. Shannon Ford 
1.  Understand how the patient with a substance abuse disorder utilizes emergency 

services and how to identify them  
2.  Be able to complete an initial BIOPSCHOSOCIAL evaluation of the patient with a 

substance use disorder patient in the ER 
3.  Learn what tools are available for brief interventions by BH in the ER for the patient 

with a substance use disorder  
 
1345-1420: The Patient in the ICU - Dr. Jessica Bunin 

1. Recognize the need for Intensive Care management in a patient presenting with a 
substance use disorder 

2. Compare and contrast signs and symptoms related to substance use/withdrawal 
from symptoms of a general medical condition. 

3. Recognize the impact of a Biopsychosocial approach in the ICU for a patient with a 
substance use disorder 

1420-1435: Break 
 
1435-1505: Medical complications and Inpatient treatment with a Biopsychosocial 

 Approach - Dr. Rohul Amin 
     1.  Describe medical complications associated with substance use that are commonly 

seen in a hospitalized patient 
     2.  Discuss strategies for effect multidisciplinary communication regarding a patient with 
 substance abuse disorders on the general medical ward. 
     3.  Determine appropriate level of care needed based on ASAM criteria.  
     4.  Describe patient care in a residential treatment facility 
 
1505-1530:  Interventional and emerging treatments for substance use disorders to 

 include TMS and MDMA - Dr. Christopher Hines 
    1.  Participant will have an understanding of interventional treatments for substance 

abuse and will gain an understanding for the use of Transcranial Magnetic 
Stimulation (TMS) and MDMA and their mechanism of action in the brain. 



2.  Participant will have a working knowledge of the budding research regarding TMS 
and MDMA effects in substance use disorders 

 
1530-1545: Use of ECT, and Ketamine with a patient with a substance use disorder- 

Dr. Enoch Barrios 
    1.  Recognize the prevalence of mental co-morbidity (Depression and Anxiety) and its 
 impact on individuals with Dx of a substance use disorder  
    2.  List the Care and Alternative strategies for management of co-morbidity of Mental 
 Illness  
 
1545-1600: Combining it all together - Dr. Harold Wain 

1.  Maintaining Therapeutic Alliance and Provider Biases  
2. Recognizing biases and counter transference issues 

 
1600-1630: Panel discussion and discharge from the Hospital  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


